I’m writing to ask you to support me for the position of Vice President/President Elect of WLA. 

There are many challenges facing libraries — from staffing and funding shortages to changing technologies and the competition for scarce resources. If elected I will work to raise awareness about the value of libraries to the media, elected officials and stakeholders — the very people who can impact our success. Promoting our vision and increasing the visibility of the things we do every day will reinforce the relevance and necessity of libraries.

I believe I am well-suited to achieve these objectives due in large part to my personal and work experience. My involvement in the Washington Library Association (WLA) began as communications co-chair for the annual WLA Conference in Tacoma, evolved to include being the core planner for WLA’s annual Library Legislative Day in Olympia, and eventually led to two stints as the Association’s Coordinator of Communications. In these capacities I’ve overseen print publicity, Member Services, Alki and the WLA web site. 

I began my career in libraries as an intern at the King County Library System (KCLS). Since then I have worked in Community Relations, Administration and currently as the Project Manager for Public Services at KCLS. Through these experiences, I have recognized the role that libraries play as a social equalizer. That understanding inspired me to pursue a Master’s in Public Administration, which I completed in June 2008. My time at the Evans School of Public Affairs strengthened my enthusiasm for public service and reinforced the personal and professional rewards of the field.
One of the most important and valuable traits of the Washington Library Association (WLA) is its diversity. Whether a library staff member, trustee or library supporter — each of you have and continue to passionately contribute to the depth and breadth of experience that makes libraries successful. My interactions with you have increased my eagerness to ensure that WLA is a relevant and accessible organization for its members and the library community.
