Vice-President/President-Elect Candidate Statement

My qualifications for the office of Vice-President/President-Elect of WLA:

I earned my library degree at UW in 1979, and have been a WLA member since that time.  I spent most of my professional career at the Mid-Columbia Library, starting as a Children’s Librarian.  I left Mid-Columbia in 2005, to take the Director position at the Mount Vernon City Library.  Some of my job positions/assignments have included Page (at a university library at Harvard), Reference, Spanish language collection development, Bookmobile Librarian, Managing Librarian and Assistant Director-Public Services.  Librarianship may have been destined for me, as my mother worked for years at the Aina Haina and Kaimuki Branches of Hawaii’s library system.  My WLA roles have included serving on conference committees (WLA 1999, WALE 2006 and 2008), on the Alki Editorial Committee (2003-), and on the WLA Nominations Committee (2003-2006, last two years as Chair).  I also serve on the Highline Community College Library and Information Services Advisory Committee (2008-) and have served on Washington’s team attending Library Legislative Day in Washington, DC in 2006 and 2007.  I believe in connecting with the community and as such, I have been a track coach, a Chamber of Commerce member and a school board member for two private schools, and have worked on partnerships with other libraries, schools, performing arts groups, local businesses and other organizations.
Some of my priorities if elected:
· Maximizing buy-in, input and participation in WLA from all levels of staff in Washington libraries.  (I am a WALE member and strong believer in the importance of support staff in the success of great libraries.)
· Using technology and just plain common sense to get the networking, training and synergistic benefits of conferences without all of the costs (travel, lodging, etc.).

· Supporting the Early Learning agenda.  (Mount Vernon City Library is a charter member of the Early Learning Public Library Partnership.)

· Supporting the “Library as key component of economic revitalization in our communities” agenda.
· Supporting the “Green” agenda, including trying that paperless (or at least less paper) route again.

Win or lose, I will continue to be actively involved in WLA.  I ask for your vote for the position of Vice-President/President-Elect.  It would be a true honor to be allowed to take my personal and professional belief in service to the next level.    
Brian Soneda

Director

Mount Vernon City Library

